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Elsewhere on my website I’ve posted a brief article comparing Barack Obama and
Jesus Christ—not a political endorsement but rather an exploration of leadership and
character. Like most other presidents in U.S. history, Obama has rather limited national
political experience, so it is right to raise questions.

Here now is my political calculation. Having following the current long election cycle
fairly closely, and having read both of Obama’s autobiographical books, I will be voting
for Obama and Biden, for several reasons.

The Big Picture

The major and overriding reason is Obama’s vision for reconciliation among politically
and culturally warring parties in the U.S., and his vision for working cooperatively, rather
than unilaterally, with the nations of the world. Though those are not explicitly Christian
values, they seem to me more in harmony with the vision of the kingdom of God than does
the current narrow and one-sided Republican vision.

If you read Obama’s journey, you see it is all about reconciliation. This reflects his own
life story, his own interracial history, his own quest for identity. He came to a sense of
mission and purpose in life when he awoke to the fact that he had to live for a higher vision
than his own self-interest. Eventually this led him to faith in and commitment to Jesus
Christ as Savior.

I could wish that his vision of reconciliation were more explicitly Christian. His
political vision is an odd but not atypical mix of Christian idealism and progressive
American political liberalism. But I do strongly affirm a key conviction that arises out of
this mix: In the pluralistic, multiethnic and multi-religious society that the United States has
become, the only effective and morally acceptable way forward is to seek common ground
across our divides—practicing “the art of the possible” and taking seriously the best
interests of all people, not just those of our own group, whether nationally and
internationally. This is anathema to U.S. political conservatism, but it has characterized
most of our greatest presidents and is much more compatible with the biblical vision of the
kingdom of God than is the “country first,” American-security-and-prosperity-first,
ideology of most Republicans and a few Democrats.

Specific Issues
Beyond this general perspective, here are several specific points:
1. Universal Health Care. Since Richard Nixon (in fact, since FDR), American leaders

have tried to move the country in the direction of universal health care as fundamental
national policy. The United States is virtually the only economically advanced nation in the



world that does not provide universal health care, and U.S. health is falling behind as a
result.

Since World War II, the pharmaceutical and medical insurance industries in the U.S.
have grown so hugely powerful that they have successfully blocked any real reform—
spending billions of dollars in lobbying and deceptive “public interest” advertising. This is
a scandal that must end, first of all for the health of our citizens, especially the poor, and
secondly for the health of the economy. (This situation is the current version of an old story
in U.S. history. Think of the unfettered power of railroads 150 years ago, or corporate
monopolies a century ago, and the government-initiated reforms required to redress the
imbalances of power.)

Obama is committed to universal health care; McCain is not. Either would bring some
measure of reform. But McCain would resist truly universal health care as government
policy, while Obama would build the kind of consensus to institute, at long last, effective
“socialized medicine”—just as we already have “socialized” food protection, a “socialized”
military, and a “socialized” postal service. (The postal service, in fact, provides a good
analogy for what universal health care infrastructure could look like.)

2. Environmental Care and Protection. This a key issue—as both McCain and Obama
recognize, fortunately. McCain sponsored with Senator Joe Lieberman a climate protection
bill a few years ago; it got nowhere because of Republican and Administration opposition.
Whoever wins in November, we will finally get some action. But again, Obama’s approach
is much more comprehensive and global, less exclusively tied to the question of U.S.
security and “energy independence” (though it includes that aspect).

I disagree with Obama on some points here. He’s too ready to endorse “clean coal” (an
oxymoron) and biofuels, though his position is nuanced on these matters and he recognizes
the environmental risks that would need to be addressed.

The global economy has begun a historic shift from fossil-based energy to renewable,
sustainable sources. Obama will speed that along in a much more ecologically sound way
than will McCain. Time is of the essence due to the rapid pace of climate change. We are
already experiencing the multiplied effects of climate instability as weather becomes more
and more unpredictable and increasingly prominent in the news.

On environmental issues, clearly Obama is the better choice—especially now that
McCain has chosen Palin, who apparently still thinks global warming is a myth.

3. Tax policy. 1 strongly oppose the Bush tax policy, which McCain seems now to
endorse. It is based on the old theory that cutting taxes on the wealthy and on corporations
stimulates the economy so that everyone, including the poor, benefits. This is the old
“rising tide lifts all boats” theory. The theory is valid only under certain conditions. It
works only when combined with lower taxes for the middle class and the poor, a livable
minimum wage, environmental protection, and universal health care. (Brazil’s enlightened
bolsa familia, or “family purse” program, which has lifted millions of Brazilians out of
poverty, shows how policies that help the poor can benefit the whole society.)



The Clinton Administration proved that reasonable corporate taxation combined with
help for the poor (e.g., a rising minimum wage and the earned-income tax credit, first
instituted by Reagan), stimulates across-the-board prosperity. Cutting taxes on corporations
and wealthy individuals, as McCain now wants to do, increases the gap between rich and
poor. This is not the way to go and is socially dangerous long-term.

McCain claims that Obama will raise taxes. This is an unfair attack; Obama plans to cut
taxes for 95% of the population. Presumably the Republicans think Obama will be forced
to raise taxes in order to pay for his new initiatives. But Obama has adequately explained
how he would finance his reforms. He merely wants to put taxes on the wealthy back up
where they were when the country was prospering.

4. Abortion and related issues. My views are closer to McCain’s here, but [ appreciate
Obama’s concern to reduce the number of abortions and to try to find agreement between
“pro-life” and “pro-choice” folks in order to strengthen families and address the social
factors that lead to increased abortions. I also agree with Rick Warren, Ron Sider, and other
evangelicals, and Obama himself, who say we should be just as “pro-life” concerning
children after they are born as before.

Many evangelicals will vote for McCain because they think he will appoint
conservative Supreme Court justices who will not “legislate from the bench” (as they like to
say). But this cuts both ways. Very conservative justices might vote to restrict abortion
(and I probably would support that, depending on the specifics). But they would be likely
also to undercut civil rights, and possibly also undermine needed environmental and
firearms legislation.

Obama has a fine chapter on the U.S. Constitution in his book The Audacity of Hope,
and I largely agree with his moderate—rather than right-wing or left-wing—views.

Country First?

Then there is the Republican “Country First” mantra. [ worry about this emphasis in the
McCain-Palin campaign. The slogan is of course code for the claim that Obama is not a
“true patriot,” that he is a mere “celebrity” who puts himself, not his country, first. This
Republican theme is dangerous on two counts.

First, it 1s dangerous globally. It is the ideology of the current Administration,
especially since 9/11/01, that has created so much havoc and suffering, undermining U.S.
credibility and values worldwide.

Second, and more importantly for Christians: No devout Jesus-follower can ever say
“Country First.” That is out and out idolatry. When the early Christians said “Jesus is
Lord,” they meant that therefore Caesar was not. And when devout Christians today say
“Jesus is Lord” they mean that our country is not. Our life and worldview say “Jesus’
Kingdom First,” not “Country First.” Since Jesus is Lord of history and Lord and Lover of
all nations, not just the U.S., Christians can never say “Country First” in any unqualified
way. (Whole biblical passages could be inserted here, especially from the O.T. prophets,



about the idolatry of nation.)

I am particularly worried about an ideology that sees no conflict between “Country
First” and “God First.” If there is no conflict, no tension, then country has become god, and
we have moved outside genuine Christian faith—either that, or become schizophrenic in
our faith and allegiances.

Hope for Reform

The United States desperately needs a new Age of Reform—across-the-board reforms
in health care, infrastructure, transportation, education, environmental protection, and
government, among other areas. Most of all the country needs a thoroughgoing revival
centered in Jesus Christ and a vision for the global kingdom of God. Such a spiritual
revival could, and probably would, trigger reforms in many areas of society and culture.

Both McCain and Obama are reformers of sorts. Or at least want to be. But the
direction and vision of Obama’s reforms seem to me to be much more compatible with the
kingdom of God than do McCain’s. Obama’s vision is global; McCain’s vision is
parochial, almost totally “country first,” even if more enlightened than Bush’s.

When I think of desperate concerns such as crisis in Haiti, the need for a broad-scale
peace settlement in the Middle East, increasing global environmental crises and climate
instability, violence and famine in parts of central Africa, and many other concerns, and
then ask: Which candidate would be better for these areas and concerns, the answer to me
seems obvious.

I am not bothered by Obama’s lack of experience because he has shown himself a
quick learner, a careful organizer, a person of considerable wisdom and intelligence, a
student of history, and one who draws upon the experience and expertise of others.

For these reasons—and a good many others which it would take more space to
elaborate—I will vote for Obama and Biden.

September 2008




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


